
In escaping abuse, women try to work out where they will be safe, and be 
able to receive the help they need. 

If women and children can stay put safely and receive the support they need 
– that is positive.  It shouldn’t be the victims of abuse that have to relocate. 

But many women and children do have to relocate – for safety, and to ac-
cess the kind of support they need to recover from the violence and abuse. 

 

Consistently, around half of those who relocate can stay within the same local 

authority (“residential mobility”) – with possible advantages of retaining con-

tacts and familiarity; and experiencing less disruption to life, study and work.  
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Around half of women cross 

local authority boundaries 

 

Crossing boundaries has implications for rights and services, during 
different stages of the practical and emotional journeys. 

When women and children have to make migration journeys, they 

need support to start again in a new area – they may be liter-

ally safe, but have cut themselves off from their support networks 

and their familiar resources.  They therefore need specialist domes-

tic violence services – typically refuges. 

 

It’s no surprise, therefore, that refuges are accessed by 70% non-
local women (“internal migration”) - see the graph below. 

In contrast, other kinds of accommodation services are mostly ac-

cessed by women relocating within the local authority (“residential 

mobility”); and only 35% by non-local women. 

 

Non-accommodation services are 

different again.   

When women can stay put or 

stay local they are much more 

likely to need these types of 

services.  So support services 

that do not provide accommoda-

tion are over 90% accessed by 

local women – about 50% seek-

ing help and staying put, and a 

further 44% relocating locally.  
 

This needs to be understood when planning and 

commissioning services – different services for 

staying put, staying local, or escaping away. 

The support needs are different – so the support 

services also need to be different 
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